Serum haptoglobins have been found to be useful genetic markers. The distribution of the different haptoglobin genes was found to vary in different parts of the world (Giblett, I96I The data in Table I show a somewhat higher incidence of Hp'-' in the hereditary CNS disease group than in the normal subjects, the unaffected relatives showing an intermediate incidence. Although the difference between the relatives and the normal subjects is not statistically significant (p > 0 2) the higher incidence in the hereditary disease group is statistically significant (0o025 > p > o.o5).
The expected proportions of the 3 haptoglobin genotypes in the normal group are in accordance with the Hardy-Weinberg law tested by the chisquare method where the gene frequencies are Hpl = 0-2I23 and Hp2 = o-7877. The value of x2 (x2 == 0-0023, p > 0o9) shows a very insignificant deviation between the observed and expected numbers. In the CNS heredo-familial group however, the frequencies are different (x2 = I8.2228, p < o0ooo2), and the observed proportions deviate conspicuously from the expected (Table II) .
The implication of the significant relative increase 
